
Reception 

This unit Looks at events of the upper room and      

explores what a friend of Jesus does.  The children will 

listen to the story of Pentecost and think about some of 

the symbols of Pentecost, for example: fire. 

 

Help at Home 

 Read the story of Pentecost together at home. 

 Talk about how the disciples became able to speak 

other languages to spread the word of God.  

 Do you speak any other languages at home? How 

could you use them to spread the word of God. 

Year 1 

In Year 1, the children will learn to recognise the basic Pentecost 

story as told in Acts of the Apostles. They will also learn       

important Pentecost vocabulary such as: Pentecost, Disciple and 

Holy Spirit as well as learning some of the important symbols of 

Pentecost. Together, they will say what they wonder about   

concerning the Pentecost and ask some of their own questions 

about what happened. 

 

Help At Home  

 Read the biblical story of 

Pentecost or watch an     

animated version of the story. 

 Make some of the symbols of 

Pentecost together. Eg: 

flames, a dove or wind. 

 Do you speak any other languages at home? How could 

you use them to spread the word of God. 

Year 2 

In this unit the children will describe aspects of the coming 

of the Spirit as told in John’s Gospel. They will learn    

Pentecost words and phrases such as: Pentecost, Spirit,        

forgiveness and symbols of the Spirit. They will think of 

some ways that the disciples responded to the Holy Spirit 

and what happened to them next. In Year 2 the children 

will ask questions about the coming of the Spirit and the 

feelings of the disciples after receiving the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

 

Help at home  

 Talk about how the disciples were different after 

Pentecost. 

 Read the two different accounts of Pentecost and 

talk about what makes them different. 

Year 3 

Children will learn about some of the symbolism expressed in 

hymns about the Pentecost story and will retell the Story of 

Philip and the Ethiopian, thinking carefully about why Philip 

may have acted in the way he did. They will also think about 

how Philip’s belief in Jesus changed how he acted. The children 

will name and describe the Fruits of the Spirit and think about 

how we can apply them to how we live today. 

 

Help at Home  

 Read the story of Philip and the Ethiopian and talk 

about how we could make good choices. 

 Research the Fruits of the Holy Spirit and make a fruit 

together like this one: 

This is what your child will learn during the Pentecost unit. 



Year 4 

During this unit the children will learn how the account of    

Pentecost informs the beliefs of Christians and how St Paul’s 

letter to the Colossians describes the qualities needed to witness 

to Jesus. They will give reasons for the use of the particular  

symbols of the Spirit in the Pentecost Story and say what they 

are.  The children will look at artwork which tells the story of 

Pentecost and explain the symbolism that they can find.       

Together, the children will describe the life and work of St    

Francis, thinking carefully about what he believed and how that  

impacted on how he acted.  

 

Help at Home  

 Read both accounts of the 

story of Pentecost. Talk about 

how they are different and 

why that might be. 

 Talk to your child about how 

the disciples changed after 

they received the Holy Spirit. 

 Research St Francis. Who 

was he? What did he do? 

How can we be more like 

him? 

Year 5 

In Year 5 the children will research the Jewish festival of 

Pentecost to find out why so many people were gathered 

together. They will learn about the events and symbols of 

Pentecost and find where else these symbols can be     

located in the Bible. The children will spend some time 

reflecting on their own and other people’s ideas about 

“What the Holy Spirit is.” and discover the special features 

of the Liturgy on Pentecost Sunday. Through artwork, the 

children will express their own views on which image of the 

Church they prefer. 

 

 

 

 

 

Help at Home  

 Look up images of the Holy Spirit and recreate some 

of them yourselves. 

 Talk about how church was different on Pentecost 

Sunday. What did you notice? 

 Ask the question: Is the church just a building?   

Discuss this question together. Why? Why not? 

Year 6  

During this unit, the children will read the Pentecost story and think 

about the key features and its effect on the disciples.  They will also  

learn about Confirmation liturgy. They will find out what it is and 

grow in understanding of the different Biblical sources that contribute 

to it. Together, the children will research the gifts of the Holy Spirit 

and explain how our own or others decisions might be 

influenced by the gifts and fruits of the Spirit.  

 

Help at Home 

 Read the Pentecost story together. How did the 

disciples change? How did they feel before the 

Holy Spirit came? How did they feel afterwards? 

Why was this? 

 If you have been Confirmed, show your child pictures and talk to 

them about why it was an important occasion for you. You could 

also talk to them about when they might like to be confirmed. 


