
Reception 

This unit develops the children’s awareness of Jesus ris-

ing from the dead and focuses on Easter Sunday and 

the wonder of finding an empty tomb. They will look at 

the meaning of new life and the signs and symbols of 

new life. They are introduced to the term Christian and 

its meaning. 

 

Help at Home 

 Make an Easter   

garden, there are lots 

of ideas on the    

internet as to what 

should be in there! 

 Go out for a new life walk and talk about all the 

signs of new life.  

 Get your child to paint or draw a picture of     

something they saw on the walk.  

 Say a prayer together thanking God for the new life 

around and all the things they see.  

Year 1 

In Year 1, the children will learn to recognise the basic Easter 

story. They will  discover that because of the resurrection story 

Christians believe that God is with them. Children will learn new 

religious vocabulary such as: resurrection, empty tomb and mes-

senger. Through their work, the children will identify symbols of 

the resurrection and will be able to say what they wonder about 

concerning the resurrection  

 

Help At Home  

 Read the biblical story of the resurrection or watch an 

animated version of the story. 

 Ask the children to tell you the story and you write down 

their version or they do it  

themselves.  

Year 2 

In this unit the children will learn to retell the Easter 

story from the perspective of Peter. They will use subject 

specific words and phrases like: resurrection, empty 

tomb and Paschal Candle. The children will learn to 

recognise symbols connected with Easter and will begin 

to describe why they are linked. Through their learning, 

the children will be able to describe some ways in which 

the disciples responded to the resurrection and will ask 

and answer some questions of their own about this  

important event.   

 

Help at home  

 Find out more about St 

Peter and talk about why 

he is special to us in our 

school. 

 Visit the church and look at the Easter candle 

and talk about it and its importance.  

Year 3 

Children will accurately  retell the 

resurrection stories and make 

some links between these and the 

beliefs of Christians. The children 

will be able to use a developing religious vocabulary to give    

reasons for some of the symbolism in the resurrection stories. 

They will think about what some of the reasons for the actions of 

the disciples may have been, especially Peter.  The children will 

make links to show how the beliefs of the disciples in the risen 

Jesus affected their behaviour and they will be encouraged to ask 

questions about the resurrection stories. They discover what  

Jesus meant when he said, ‘Feed my Sheep.’   

 

Help at Home  

 Read some accounts of the resurrection with your child 

and discuss what they mean to Christians today. 

 Find out more about St Peter and talk about why he is 

special to us in our school. 

This is what your child will learn during the Easter unit. 



Year 4 

During this unit the children will learn about 

how the resurrection stories including the 

Journey to Emmaus link to Christian belief 

today. They will also consider the pupils’  

reasons for the actions of the disciples after 

the resurrection and think about what ques-

tions they have about these important 

events. Through artwork, the children will 

think about how symbolism is used to convey 

their understanding of the Resurrection,        

Ascension and Journey to Emmaus. Using evidence from one 

gospel account to support their view, they will give their own 

ideas about the statement: ‘The resurrection changed the way 

the disciples felt.’  

 

Help at Home  

 Talk to your child about how Jesus walks with us today in 

our lives. 

 Make two footprints and draw a picture of your child on 

one and an image of Jesus on the other to symbolise Jesus 

being with them.  

 Find a copy of the poem Footprints In the Sand and read 

together and discuss what it means.  

Year 5 

In Year 5 the children will learn about the Triduum and 

discover what the three different parts are. They will also 

explore the washing of the feet on Holy Thursday night 

and think about how this might affect the actions of Chris-

tians today. Through their learning, the children will learn 

about the Easter Vigil and some of the symbolism found in 

it. They will also find out about how the Easter Vigil 

links to Scripture and how it impacts upon the lives of 

Christians today. The children will give their own opinions 

about what the baptismal promises mean and if it is diffi-

cult to keep them. 

 

Help at Home  

 Talk to your child about who their God-parents are 

and tell them the promises their God-parents made 

on their behalf. 

 Read together about the Easter Vigil and talk about 

the important parts. 

 

Year 6  

During this unit, the children will read different Gospel accounts of the 

resurrection and find similarities and differences between them. They 

will learn about how the beliefs expressed in these stories shaped the 

lives of the disciples and they will begin to think about how people’s 

lives today might be informed by these accounts. Using religious terms 

they will show understanding of the funeral rite and the symbols used 

during it. They will also think about the questions: “Did the 

resurrection happen?” and “Why do Christians believe there is 

life after death?”  

 

Help at Home 

 If the children have experienced the death of someone 

then talk through the concept of eternal life and how the 

death of someone affects us but that we should also be pleased 

and celebrate their life. 

 Ask your child to write a prayer to the person who has died.  


